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AMAN conducted a two day Colloquium in Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), in collaboration with the Department of Sociology. The aim of the Colloquium was to inculcate a spirit of discussion and dialogue on issues related to conflict and violence and how they can be resolved in a just and democratic manner.  Following paragraphs provide a gist of the proceedings from the two days with special reference to each speaker. 

Urvashi Butalia spoke on the enduring legacy of Partition in the lives of ordinary Indians. Everyday experiences, she explained, are often overlooked in favour of the 'high politics' of catastrophic events. Two true life stories were used to illustrate this point, bringing to light some seldom told experiences of Partition from the perspectives of women and children.

Vrinda Grover spoke about the inadequacies of the present Indian judicial system. She spoke about her personal experiences in fighting cases for those affected by the riots in Meerut and Delhi, pointing out that the word 'riot' is inappropriate in these cases as these incidents of violence involved state participation in some way. Talking about the killings and other human rights violations in Gujarat, Meerut, Delhi and Kashmir, she pointed out that the Indian Penal Code, a remnant from the colonial times, did not have enough provisions to indict the state when it is responsible for crimes against the people.

Javed Anand pointed out that violence and terrorism were born out of intolerable circumstances or intolerant theologies. In trying to examine radical Islam, he talked about the writings of Sayyid Qutub, Muhammed Wahab and Maulana Maudidi. He pointed out that radical writings in themselves do not incite terrorism but only when taken to their logical extreme. He illustrated this by pointing out that texts are open to interpretation and that the same Quoran was read both by Maulna Abul Qualam Azad and Osama Bin Laden.

Sajjad Hussain, drawing from his experiences of having worked at the grass root level in Kashmir, talked about the problems and the humanitarian work being carried out by organisations to address those problems in Kashmir. He illustrated how the Kashmiri vocabulary has become interspersed with new words (such as crack down, half widows, orphanages, hartal, black out, etc) due to the occupation of the armed forces and the consequent human rights violations.

Sanjay Tickoo, the president of the Kashmiri Pandit Sangharsh Samiti, spoke about the difficulties faced by the Kashmiri Pandits who did not migrate from the valley in particular. He pointed out that that the militants as well as the military weer responsible for the human rights violation in the valley and the problems and discriminations faced by the Kashmiri Pandits were the same, if not greater than those faced by the majority community. He also talked at length about the corruption of the political leadership of Kashmir.

Gowhar Fazili's paper on the intellectual freedom in a politically charged environment, talked about the polarisation of the Kashmiri society and the need he had felt to create a safe space for discussion and plurality of opinions for the young people of Kashmir. His endeavour took the form a forum called Space. In spite of the attempt on his life and the subsequent disbanding of the forum, Dr Fazili asserted that Space had succeeded in that the people associated with it over a long period had turned out to be more sensitive and sensitized individuals.

Fahmida Malik, who has worked for over seven years with the residents, especially the women of Vatvaa Muslim ghetto in Ahmedabad—spoke about the discrimination meted out to the Muslims by the state agencies in Gujarat. She spoke about the riots and the condition in the relief camp and her subsequent work with the women and children in the area which has now borne fruit in the form of a women's collective which has its own micro credit system. She also spoke how the empowerment of women had brought about positive social changes in Vatva where, as a consequence of their agitation, certain basic requirements are now in place like electricity and potable water supply.

Afsana, who was a leader from the women's collective in Vatva, also took part in the discussion and talked about her experience in conducting classes among the children in the relief camps immediately after the riots.

Zakia Soman, the founder of the Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan, critiqued the Hindu right wing and talked about her experiences during and after the Gujarat pogrom of 2002. The incentive and impetus for setting up a movement like the Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan was felt after the carnage when many Musilm women came forward and helped in the relief camps and agitated against the illegal POTA detentions. The movement was started with a view to providing a platform for Muslim women who have faced such great discriminations at the hand of the state as well as, to some extent, the religious leadership and has grown exponentially with over twenty thousand members.

Each session was followed by a discussion round where students actively participated. Each day saw participation of about 100 students from various schools such as Sociology, English, Political Science, Languages, Social Work etc.

